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Unlike most classes that completed the STAR project, we were a small Honors Geometry class.  We started as a group of seven; later we added an eighth member to the team.  Along with the story that we began working on in October 2002, we still had to complete our regular curriculum.  It was a lot of work but we did it, despite a few complications.

We started the project one afternoon after Mrs. Atkins recommended the idea which she had heard through Ruth Petersen from the NASA Glenn Research Center.  Originally we each wrote an individual story.  We turned our stories in and reviewed them as a class.  Then taking these original story ideas, we combined similar ideas and broke into groups of two or three.  We then attempted to write our own unique stories, but many times we found the groups bouncing ideas off one group to another.  On the day we shared the ideas each group had, and we found many of the ideas to be repetitive. After discussion, we decided that we should use the seven of our creative talents and focus them all on one really great story.  The entire process took a ton of work from each group member and also tested our group skills and abilities to work together.  Through the color system I’m going to explain my thoughts and feelings about the entire project and the work that went into it.

Green: Essence or Importance, Worldview, and Global Connections
This entire project made clear the reality of how close we as a society are to landing humans on Mars.  It also proves that we’re not 100% sure of other life forms in the universe.   The science that’s available was truly amazing when it came time to adding scientific details to our story.  However, we had trouble including science in our close-minded fiction story because the science we found limited what could happen on the surface of the planet. So taking advantage of this, the plot of our story occurred underground.
Blue: Facts and Scientific Methods

Led by the outliners, the story was divided into sections by job classifications. Each person conducted research through their job assignments and then incorporated the research into the “journal” entries they were supposed to write to lead to a plot line.
Purple: Personal Connection

The plot line doesn’t relate directly to any events that are memorable in my life.  The story took a lot of work and effort from each of us involved in the process of creating our story.
Red: Intuitive and Descriptive Mission and Design

The writing of the story wasn’t that difficult once we overcame the challenges that faced us.  The biggest challenge that faced our group was the working together part.  We each had unique ideas. But, unfortunately, there was no way to include every idea in the story.  Other times when we were to be working together as a group, people wouldn’t allow others to get their ideas in. Or when the time came to edit the story, people weren’t open to the suggestions that affected their parts of the story.  As the editor, this made it hard for me to shorten the story without hurting someone’s feelings.

This project was a neat experience but I can’t say I’d be overly interested in trying to write another story in such a limited time period.  I think that we learned how to work together and write a unique science fiction story.
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