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There are many benefits to the Science Through ARts (STAR) program: 
· The main objective is to focus on one subject (in this case Mars) and integrate the topic into other subjects, thus creating a relevance of individual subjects. This could help students make connections in every subject and use their taught subject matter to make real world applications. 
· The benefits to choosing Mars as the subject are its popularity and that it is a current subject, as well as an old subject. Humans have had an interest in the solar system/Mars since the Ancient Roman Empire. 
· Another benefit to the program is that it teaches students to question everything. While creating the stories, students must question their decisions on things like the male to female ratio and the food they have available to eat. 
· Students started with the “What If” question or an unexpected element and began thinking how it would affect a mission. This helps the students think ahead, and also helps NASA, even if only a small bit. 
This project, with its many benefits, has its drawbacks concerning creativity:
· Students could not get out of line and write about improbable ideas.
· Students had to think of racial/gender/ethnical questions. (Was it fair to take up all white males? How many people could you please? vs. How many people could you take?) 
I am sure that most of us could think of something that happened to us in real life that could relate to our story. I sat down and thought, and one memory became apparent to me: my first day of kindergarten. When it started off, I was scared yet excited, just as I portrayed the astronauts going off into space. After a little time, I became comfortable with the idea of kindergarten and was even happy to be going, just as the astronauts going to Mars. But, one unexpected element made my day havoc: my grandmother left me in a strange building with strange kids all by myself. This could be compared to the unexpected element in my class’ project when one crew member falls in a hole all alone. 

In the text, the characters have many feelings, changing throughout the story. In my opinion, both the reader and the characters are rather calm in the beginning. Yes, the characters might be nervous because of the selection process. Keeping the nervous tension, the characters board the spacecraft and journey to Mars, but nothing too exciting goes on. Suddenly, both the characters and the reader get tense with little hints of trouble ahead. The tension heightens when 2 characters fall down an old transport channel and into the most memorable adventure of their lives.
At first our class started out with 7 interested students ready to dive into the STAR project headfirst. We started writing stories on PowerPoint and grasping new Mars facts by the tail. Each of us had our own story, most of us with pictures. After editing and re-editing and absorbing the knowledge and advice of the district English consultant, Mr. Mundy, we decided to form groups of 2-3 so that the knowledge of the class would be put into use and so the stories were simply more interesting. Well, we edited and re-edited those too. Mr. Mundy’s advice was to create one big story to “knock the socks off” the STAR crew. In that process, we gained a student and created a suspenseful story about an all-female crew becoming the first crew on Mars. The Martian life they come across and their unique way of life keep the reader interested until the end. We used laptops, PCs, lots of paper, any kind of writing utensil, the videoconference equipment, and most importantly, our motivated imaginations to create the PowerPoint presentation. At the end, even though frustrated and sick of even hearing the word “Mars,” we realized it was worth the struggle and work. 

PAGE  
2

