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Today is the day our mission begins. It is October 17, 2020. Hope (spacecraft) just landed on Mars. We are 60 miles away from Mars’ North ice cap. Our mission is to verify that there is water on Mars. The last information NASA got about water on Mars was on March 2, 2004, when the rover Opportunity sent an image of the rock named “Last Chance.” Scientists said that the image provided evidence that Mars had had flowing water in the past.
That’s why my fellow crewmembers and I are on Big Red. We decided that we should land at the North ice cap because, “Where there is ice, there may be some type of liquid water.” We didn’t find anything in the North ice cap so we went to the Meridani Planum, where Opportunity discovered the rock “Last Chance.”

The crew went outside to look for signs of water. Calvin, Jim, and Miracle took pictures of Mars to send back to NASA. Calvin turned to walk away from the crew, and what he found next brought tears to his eyes. Calvin found water. He returned to Hope and programmed a rover so that it could take pictures and samples of the water to send back to NASA. 
Calvin gave one of the samples to Keyana to research. While she was in the lab researching the sample of water, Keyana found microorganisms, which she thought were bacteria.  When she told the crew what she found, they were very excited. Shante was so excited that she had a fatal heart attack. When Lionel tried to send a message to NASA letting them know what happened, he was unable to send the message.  So Calvin had to look over the computer system.

Jim, Miracle, Keyana, and I could not understand how a person as healthy as Shante had had a heart attack. We later learned that Shante had slightly high blood pressure, but she had taken medication to control it.  The doctors had not considered it a problem.
A few days later, after Jim and Calvin fixed the computer system, we received a message from NASA telling us to return to Earth. We had to return Shante’s body back to her family so that they could bury her.

Today Hope had liftoff from Mars to return home. I was ready to go home after what had happened, but I think everyone else wanted to stay. 

